AutoCAD Update Tool
by SkySof Software Inc.
Download: http://www.getfilez.com/autool .zip

1. Introduction

With AutoCAD Update Tool you can update important information in AutoCAD drawing files on the fly!
Features include: find and replace block attribute values, find and replace single and multiple line text, set layer
status/color, view and open drawings, save drawing file asa BMP file, print drawings, etc. AutoCAD Update Tool
works with any AutoCAD drawing version and does not require AutoCAD. AutoCAD Update Tool requires
Microsoft Data Access Components (MDAC) for some operations to function properly. This softwareis free and
available for download from the internet at http://msdn.microsoft.com/data/mdac/downloads/default.aspx After
installing MDA C you must unload AutoCAD Update Tool then reload. The price isonly $99.95 per individual
license and only $999.95 for a site license. To purchase AutoCAD Update Tool online through RegNow go to this
URL https://www.regnow.com/softsell/nph-softsell.cgi 7item=4459-47

2. Updating block attribute valuesin an AutoCAD drawing file

Select drawing file C:\Program Files\AutoCAD Update TooNATTEXT.DWG. The drawing will display in the
window pane on the right and the data grid will fill with drawing data. Enclosed in the red rectangle is information
about the drawing: version, date/time created, and file size in bytes. To the right of thisis a button to open the
drawing with your designated application for AutoCAD drawing files and a button for printing the drawing.
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Block |Lavout |Mame | Laverame|# N AttributeT ag “Attribukel alue |
b [*MODEL Model | DODOOBE =T BEZ %761 51 TITLE_1 This is tile 1, —
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T BEZ %0761 51TITLE 2 This is title 2.
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T EEZ %0761 51CUSTOMER'S_NAME ABC Computer Inc.
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T EEZ %0761 51PRJ_ENG John Doe
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T EEZ %0751 51 DR&wWH_BY Bob Brown
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T EE2 31761 51DATE £/5/99
MODEL|Model | DODDORE T BEZ %0761 515CALE 3AE =10 -
Find what | Replace with | 4] 41af52 > ]
Find First | Find Mest | Beplace | Replace Al | Delste &l | F E:Lﬂﬁg;ewnr dOnip V]
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Press the F1 key to display the help screen. This screen displays features of the application and the function keys
associated with them. One very useful key is F6 which will open the drawing in full screen mode allowing you to
see the drawings data more clearly. Right-clicking anywhere on the drawing calls up a popup menu which displays
menu items for zooming the drawing.

'*:'.?AutuEAD Update Tool - Help Scree EI

F.ey Function

F1  Invoke thiz screen

F2  Invoke the Zoom Screen when editing values

F3 Open the active AutaCAD drawing

F4  Pont the active AutoCAD drawing

F&  Invoke the Zoom Screen far the active AutoCAD drawing
FE Invoke the Record Filter Screen for the active recordset
F7  Invoke the Ophons Screen

F3  Invoke the About Screen

F3  Open the dutoCAD Update Toaol Tutorial [POF file]

Close the Help Screen by clicking the OK button and press the F6 key to call the Record Filter Screen. Y ou will set
afilter on the drawing datato “drill down” to locate specific data.

~aE:'.3‘.lil.ul:ruan.I!l.D Update Tool - Record Filter Screen El

Faormat: [field1] = < LIKE [valuel] AMDIOR [fisld2] = <> LIKE [value2] AMDIOR...
Examples:

attributetfalue LIKE “school® AMD Lapert ame LIKE W
[Explanation: Field Attribute’falue containg ‘schoal' and field Laverd ame beging with an "'

Block = ‘Blocka' OF Block LIKE ‘s
[E=planation: Field Block iz equal to 'Blocka! or field Block begins with an 's']

AttributeT ag <> ‘TITLE_1' AMD Elock <> Blocka'
[Explanation: Field AttributeT ag iz not egual to ‘TITLE_1' and field Block iz not equal to ‘Blocka]

Ayailable Fields: Block, Lapout, Mame, Layertame, =, %, AttributeT ag, Attibutel alue

[ ]
Clear Filter | OF. LCancel |

To locate records with alayout of ‘Model’ and alayer name of * XT’ typein the following filter: layout = *model’
AND layername = ‘xt’ Note that field names and values are not case sensitive.
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Format: [field1] = <» LIKE [valuel] AMDIOR [field2] = < LIKE [valued] AMDIOR...

Examples:

Attnbutet alue LIKE *zchoal® AMD Layert ame LIKE &+

[Explanation: Field Attribute’falue containg ‘schoal' and field Lavert ame beging with an "'

Block = Blockas' OF Black LIKE ‘&
[Explanation: Field Elock iz equal to ‘Blocka' or field Block begins with an 's']

AltributeT ag <> TITLE_1' AMD Black <> 'Blocks'

[Explanation: Field AttributeT ag iz not equal to TITLE_1' and field Block iz not equal to 'Blocka]

Ayailable Fields: Block, Lapout, Mame, Layertlame, =, ', AttributeT ag, Attibute! alue

IIaj,u:uut ='model' AMD layername = "st'

Clear Filter |

|

LCancel |

Press the OK button to set the filter. Y ou should see this screen. Press the OK button.
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The main screen should now contain only those records which matched the filter criteria. Note that before there

were 52 records, now there are only 13.

Block [Layout [Mame [l ayertame| N AttributeT ag “Bttributelyalus =
b |*MODEL|Model  |DOOOOSC =T BE2.3] 7615 TITLE_1 Thiz iz title 1.

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T BE2.3]7E1.5]TITLE_2 Thiz iz title 2. o

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T BE2.3] 761 .51 CUSTOMER'S_MAME ABC Computer Ine.

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T B62.3] 761,59 PRJ_ENG John Doe

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T BE2.3] 761.5) DRAWN_BY Bob Browvn

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T B62.3]761.51DATE 8/9/99

*MODEL|Model | DO0OOBLE =T BE2.3] 7E1.55CALE 3ME" =10 -
Find What | Replace With | 4] 41 0f13 ]

Scroll to record 13 and you' || see “Smith” in field AttributeValue. The asterisk (*) in the field name indicates that

thevaluesin thisfield can be edited.

Block | Lavout |Mame | Lavertame|# i AttributeT aq | [ =tttributer/alue | -
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2.3] 7E1.575CALE s = ]
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2 3] FE1.57JOB_NO. 12345
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2 31 7E1.51DWG_NO 1
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2 31 FE1.57RL B,
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2 3] 7E1.51REYV_DATE aM7Maa
*MODEL) todel | DOOOOSC AT BE2 31 7E1.51REYV_DES
p ["MODEL|Model |DO0OOSC =T BE2 3] FE1.51RB

Find ‘w/hat |
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4| 4 |13cf13

-
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Type in Dan Jones to replace Smith. Click the Save button on the lower left corner of the screen to save your
change.

S

Save

To ensure that the data was saved click on the drawing ATTEXT.DWG to reload the drawing data. To find Dan
Jones type Dan Jonesin the Find What text box and click the Find First button.

Fird ‘what I-:Ian jones R
Find First | Find Mext | Beplace |

The record pointer should now be at record thirteen and Dan Jones should be in the AttributeValue field. The data
was indeed saved.

Block  |Lavout |Mame | Laperame|# N AttnbuteT ag “Attrbutel alue =
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2. 3] 7E1.5]5CALE aMe"=1-0"
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2. 31 7E1.57JOB_NO. 12345 mE
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2. 3] 7E1 5D GE_NO 1
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2. 31 7E1.51RL B,
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2 3] 7E1.51REYV_DATE aM7/MAas
*MODEL| todel | DOO00SE-T BE2. 3] 7E1.51REYV_DES
b |"MODEL|Model  |DO0OOSC =T BE2 3] 7E1.51RB Im -
FindWhat [dan jones Replace With | CIRTEEEEIA]

Now you will set each attribute value of “TITLE_1" to “Hello World!”. To do this we need to set another filter.
Press the F6 key to open the Record Filter Screen and type in attributetag = ‘title 1’ and press the OK button.

23 AutoCAD Update Tool - Record Filter Screen x|

Faormat: [figld1] = <3 LIKE [valuel] ANDIOR [field?] = <> LIKE [value2] AMDIOR. ..
Examples:

attributetfalue LIKE *zchool® AMD Laper ame LIKE W
[Explanation: Field Attributetalue containz ‘schoal' and field Layert ame beging with an "'

Block = 'Blocka' OF Block LIKE ‘s
[Explanation: Field Block iz equal to 'Blocka!' or field Block begins with an 's']

AttributeT ag <> TITLE_1'AMD Block <> Blocks!
[Explanation: Field AttributeT aqg is not equal ta TITLE_1' and field Black iz naot equal ta 'Blacka]

Arallable Fields: Block, Layout, Mame, Layerame, =, %', AttnbuteT ag, Attribute/ alue

Iattributetag = "titlz_1" . I

Clear Filter | Ok Lancel |

Y ou should see this screen. Press the OK button.

AutoCAD Update x|

\lj) Filter sek,




In the data grid you should now see only 4 records. Note that the value of AttributeTag fieldisTITLE_1.

Block |Lavout |Mame | Laverlame|# N AttributeT ag “Attributey alue
b |*MODEL|Maodel  |DO0OOSC =T BE2.3]7E1.57TITLE_1 EIMEI
*tODEL| Model  |D0000SC0 BE2.44 764 3] TITLE 1 My drawing.
*PAPER | Layout! | DO000SC=U 0.00000.0000 TITLE_1 Thisz is title 1.
*PAPER | Layout! |D0000S0 0 Q.07 ‘| 4.955q TITLE_1 Thisz is title 1.
Find What [dan jones Replace with | ARINEE |L|ﬂ|_

At this point we could type in “Hello World!” three times for each value but it is much more efficient to perform a
find and replace. To find all instances of “Thisistitle 1.” and replace with “Hello World!” type Thisistitle 1. in
the Find What text box and type Hello World! in the Replace With text box.

Find What |Thiz is title 1. Replace With [Hello world

Click the Replace All button to find and replace every occurrence. The field values should contain the new values.
Click the Save button to save your changes.

Block |Lavout |Mame | Layerlame|# N AttributeT ag “Attributel alue
b |"MODEL|Maodel |DO0OOSC =T BE2. 3] 7E1.57TITLE_1 IIE MEU

*MODEL|Model | DO000OSE O BE2.447E4. 3 TITLE_1 Py drawing.
*PAPER | Layout] | DO0005C U 0.000( 00000 TITLE_1 Hedlo Wiorld!
*PAPER | Layout! |DO000SE 0 0.071714.9564 TITLE_1 Hedlo Wiorld!

Besides finding and replacing all values by clicking the Replace All button you can also find and replace one value
at atime Find Next and Replace buttons.

3. Updating single line text valuesin an AutoCAD drawing file

Select radio button “Single Line Text” from the Drawing Information group box. Y ou should see single line text
information in the data grid.

Block  [Lavout | *falue = i =
p |"PAPER_ Layoutl |ER 23895653 1.063181 —
“*PAPER_|Layout] (841597939 24 286031.063181
*PAPER_|Lavoutl |REWY. PER GANTRY LOCATION, RELOCATE DRIVE & TAKE-UP  [24.383151.062131
“*PAPER_|Layout] (B 2883801 1063181
“*PAPER_|Layout [REY. PER FIELD VI15IT-[8-23-39) 24 .89891591.313178
“*PAPER_|Layout] [8/25/939 24 286031.31.3178
“PAPER_|Layout] [ER 2395653 1.313178

Find Wwhat Replace With | iR 17 [ [¥]



Because text in the Vaue field can sometimes be quite long there is a zoom window available which allows you to
better view the text. Go to record 49, click in the Valuefield for this record, and press the F2 key to call the Zoom
Screen.

}Field: ¥alue Record: 49 x|

[THIS DRAWING INCLUDING THE DESIGN AMD PRIMCIPLES OF CONSTRUCTION DISCLOSED ;I
IS THE PROPERTY OF AWND COMTAINS

Proper Casze | Upper Caze | Iicuwer Caze | Undo All Changes | m w

Find ‘what | [ Find Whale ward Only

Replace Wwith | [~ Match Case k.
FindFirst | FindMext | PReplace | Feplace All | Cancel

Note that the Zoom Screen also allows finding and replacing text. Y ou can aso convert text to proper case, upper
case, lower case, and undo all changes. There is also abutton for spell checking (requires Word) and a button to
change the text color. Go ahead and change some text then click the OK button to pop the data into the data grid.
Click the Save button to save your changes. Now we will change the company name within the single line text for
the drawing. To do thistypejervisb. webb company in the Find What text box and type SkySof SoftwarelInc. in
the Replace With text box. Click the Replace All button to make the changes.

Find ‘hat |iervis b. webb comp Replace With ||5k_l.lS|:uf Software o
Find First | Find Mext | Replace | Replace Al | [T Match Case r

Go to records 50 and 52 to see the change. Click the Save button to save your changes.

Block | Lavout | ®/alue # il

D005 Layoutl |CHECKED 23.34239 0.653545
DO00o50 Layout] | BY 2392238 0.531765
DO000a0 Lavout | kY DRAWING IMCLUDING THE DESIGH AMND PRIMCIPLES OF CO|29.07088 4.185445

Layoutl [PROPRIETARY MATERIAL OWMED BY SkySof Saoftware Inc.. THIS 4077180

0000050 Layout? |PURPOSE AGREED UPOM AND 1S WOT TO BE REFPRODUCED WO 23.07088 3.971003
DO00050 Layout? | COMMUNICATED TO ANY THIRD PARTY, MOR USED IM ANY MAI 23.07088 3.866755
DO00050 Layout! |MOTICE 3212305 4.291183

The drawing file ATTEXT.DWG provided does not contain any multiple line text objects therefore updating
multiple line text is not covered in this tutorial. However, updating multiple line text is very similar to updating
single line text.

4. Updating layer valuesin an AutoCAD drawing file

Select radio button “Layers’ from the Drawing Information group box. Y ou should see layer information in the data
grid. Note fields Display and Color can be edited asindicated by the asterisk (*) in the field name.



M arne “Dizplay “Calor
b |0 On 7

=F On 106
CL On 252
FL On 32
SH On 10

5L On 211
Shd On 110

The value for Display must be either On or Off. The value for Color (which isthe layer color) must be a number
between 1 and 255. To set the color for layer O click in field Color and press the F2 key to call the Zoom Screen.
Click the button indicated by the red rectangle to call the Color Screen.

¥ Field: Color Record: 1 x|

Proper Case | Upper Case | Lower Case | Undo All Changes | E
Find " hat | [ Find Whole word Only
Feplace With | [~ Hatch Caze QK.

Find First | FindMest | Beplace | Replacesl | Cancel

From the Color Screen you can select one of 255 available colors. Click on the color of your choice and click the
OK button to pop the value into the text box on the Zoom Screen.

x
Standard Colors Gray Shades——— Colar 2110
N EEEE B | EEEE

— Full Calor Palette
PPt

-
[ | EEEEEEEEEN k.
AN

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE. Cancel

Click the OK button to close the Zoom Screen. Y ou should see the new color number you selected in the data grid.
Click the Save button to save your changes. Click drawing ATTEXT.DWG to reload the drawing. The layer color
should now be whatever your selection was. With AutoCAD Update Tool you can also change the color of single
line text, multiple line text, and block attribute values.



5. Deleting objectsin an AutoCAD drawing file

Select radio button “Block Attributes’ from the Drawing Information group box. Y ou should see block attribute
information in the data grid. Next, select the entire record 2 by clicking in the square to the | eft of the record.

Block  |Lavout |Mame | Laperame|# Y AttnbuteT ag “Attributeyalue -

Maodel  |DO0OOSC =T ! TITLE_1 Thiz iz title 1.

*MODEL|Model | DO000S =T G623 TITLE_Z Thiz iz title 2.

| §ODEL|Model | DODOOSC =T 66231 ¥E1.5)1CUSTOMER"S_MAME ABC Computer [ne.
*MODEL|Model | DO000SCE =T 66231 761.5|PRJ_ENG John Doe
*MODEL|Model | DO000SCE =T 66231 761.5) DRAWN_BY Bob Brown

Now press the delete key. The record will disappear in the data grid. The block attribute object is not permanently
removed from the drawing until you click the Save button. Go ahead and press the Save button to permanently
remove this object. Click on the drawing again and notice that the block attribute no longer exists.

In the next example you will delete all block attribute objects that have an attribute tag name of PRJ_ENG. First
you must set afilter by pressing key F6 and typing attributetag = ‘prj_eng’ then clicking the OK button to set the
filter.

~a-5:?_,‘.lil.ul:ruan.I!l.D Update Tool - Record Filter Screen El

Faormat: [field1] = < LIKE [valuel] AMDIOR [fisld2] = <> LIKE [value2] AMDIOR...

Examples:

attributetfalue LIKE “school® AMD Lapert ame LIKE W
[Explanation: Field Attribute’falue containg ‘schoal' and field Laverd ame beging with an "'

Block = ‘Blocka' OF Block LIKE ‘s
[E=planation: Field Block iz equal to 'Blocka! or field Block begins with an 's']

AttributeT ag <> ‘TITLE_1' AMD Elock <> Blocka'
[Explanation: Field AttributeT ag iz not egual to ‘TITLE_1' and field Block iz not equal to ‘Blocka]

Ayailable Fields: Block, Lapout, Mame, Layertame, =, %, AttributeT ag, Attibutel alue

Iattributetag='pri_eng' .. I
I:IearEiIterl OF. LCancel |

If the filter is set successfully you should see this message. Click the OK button to close the window.
x|
\l:) Filtet set,




At this point there should be 4 records in the data grid. To delete these records press the Delete All button and click
the Y es button to continue.

AutoCAD Update Tool |

?/I' Delete all objects in data grid From drawing?
i

Click the Save button to save your changes. Reload the drawing and notice that block attribute objects no longer
exist.

6. Batch processing multiple drawings
AutoCAD Update Tool is not capable of processing more than one drawing at a time. However, we have a tool

named Ultra AutoCAD Tool which allows you to easily update multiple drawings by simply clicking a few buttons!
Download it now from our web site at http://www.skysof.com
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