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1. Introduction 
 

With AutoCAD Update Tool you can update important information in AutoCAD drawing files on the fly! 
Features include: find and replace block attribute values, find and replace single and multiple line text, set layer 
status/color, view and open drawings, save drawing file as a BMP file, print drawings, etc. AutoCAD Update Tool 
works with any AutoCAD drawing version and does not require AutoCAD. AutoCAD Update Tool requires 
Microsoft Data Access Components (MDAC) for some operations to function properly. This software is free and 
available for download from the internet at http://msdn.microsoft.com/data/mdac/downloads/default.aspx After 
installing MDAC you must unload AutoCAD Update Tool then reload. The price is only $99.95 per individual 
license and only $999.95 for a site license. To purchase AutoCAD Update Tool online through RegNow go to this 
URL https://www.regnow.com/softsell/nph-softsell.cgi?item=4459-47
 

2. Updating block attribute values in an AutoCAD drawing file 
 
Select drawing file C:\Program Files\AutoCAD Update Tool\ATTEXT.DWG. The drawing will display in the 
window pane on the right and the data grid will fill with drawing data. Enclosed in the red rectangle is information 
about the drawing: version, date/time created, and file size in bytes. To the right of this is a button to open the 
drawing with your designated application for AutoCAD drawing files and a button for printing the drawing. 
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Press the F1 key to display the help screen. This screen displays features of the application and the function keys 
associated with them. One very useful key is F6 which will open the drawing in full screen mode allowing you to 
see the drawings data more clearly. Right-clicking anywhere on the drawing calls up a popup menu which displays 
menu items for zooming the drawing. 
 

 
 
Close the Help Screen by clicking the OK button and press the F6 key to call the Record Filter Screen. You will set 
a filter on the drawing data to “drill down” to locate specific data. 
 

 
 
To locate records with a layout of ‘Model’ and a layer name of ‘XT’ type in the following filter: layout = ‘model’ 
AND layername = ‘xt’  Note that field names and values are not case sensitive. 
 



 
 
Press the OK button to set the filter. You should see this screen. Press the OK button. 
 

 
 
The main screen should now contain only those records which matched the filter criteria. Note that before there 
were 52 records, now there are only 13. 
 

 
 
Scroll to record 13 and you’ll see “Smith” in field AttributeValue. The asterisk (*) in the field name indicates that 
the values in this field can be edited. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



Type in Dan Jones to replace Smith. Click the Save button on the lower left corner of the screen to save your 
change. 
 

 
 
To ensure that the data was saved click on the drawing ATTEXT.DWG to reload the drawing data. To find Dan 
Jones type Dan Jones in the Find What text box and click the Find First button. 
 

 
 
The record pointer should now be at record thirteen and Dan Jones should be in the AttributeValue field. The data 
was indeed saved. 
 

 
 
Now you will set each attribute value of “TITLE_1” to “Hello World!”. To do this we need to set another filter. 
Press the F6 key to open the Record Filter Screen and type in attributetag = ‘title_1’ and press the OK button. 
 

 
 
You should see this screen. Press the OK button. 
 

 



In the data grid you should now see only 4 records. Note that the value of AttributeTag field is TITLE_1. 
 

 
 
At this point we could type in “Hello World!” three times for each value but it is much more efficient to perform a 
find and replace. To find all instances of “This is title 1.” and replace with “Hello World!” type This is title 1. in 
the Find What text box and type Hello World! in the Replace With text box. 
 

 
 
Click the Replace All button to find and replace every occurrence. The field values should contain the new values. 
Click the Save button to save your changes. 
 

 
 
Besides finding and replacing all values by clicking the Replace All button you can also find and replace one value 
at a time Find Next and Replace buttons. 
 

3. Updating single line text values in an AutoCAD drawing file 
 
Select radio button “Single Line Text” from the Drawing Information group box. You should see single line text 
information in the data grid. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Because text in the Value field can sometimes be quite long there is a zoom window available which allows you to 
better view the text. Go to record 49, click in the Value field for this record, and press the F2 key to call the Zoom 
Screen. 
 

 
 
Note that the Zoom Screen also allows finding and replacing text. You can also convert text to proper case, upper 
case, lower case, and undo all changes. There is also a button for spell checking (requires Word) and a button to 
change the text color. Go ahead and change some text then click the OK button to pop the data into the data grid. 
Click the Save button to save your changes. Now we will change the company name within the single line text for 
the drawing. To do this type jervis b. webb company in the Find What text box and type  SkySof Software Inc. in 
the Replace With text box. Click the Replace All button to make the changes. 
 

 
 
Go to records 50 and 52 to see the change. Click the Save button to save your changes. 
 

 
 
The drawing file ATTEXT.DWG provided does not contain any multiple line text objects therefore updating 
multiple line text is not covered in this tutorial. However, updating multiple line text is very similar to updating 
single line text. 
 

4. Updating layer values in an AutoCAD drawing file 
 
Select radio button “Layers” from the Drawing Information group box. You should see layer information in the data 
grid. Note fields Display and Color can be edited as indicated by the asterisk (*) in the field name. 
 



 
 
The value for Display must be either On or Off. The value for Color (which is the layer color) must be a number 
between 1 and 255. To set the color for layer 0 click in field Color and press the F2 key to call the Zoom Screen. 
Click the button indicated by the red rectangle to call the Color Screen. 
 

 
 
From the Color Screen you can select one of 255 available colors. Click on the color of your choice and click the 
OK button to pop the value into the text box on the Zoom Screen. 
 

 
 
Click the OK button to close the Zoom Screen. You should see the new color number you selected in the data grid. 
Click the Save button to save your changes. Click drawing ATTEXT.DWG to reload the drawing. The layer color 
should now be whatever your selection was. With AutoCAD Update Tool you can also change the color of single 
line text, multiple line text, and block attribute values. 
 



5. Deleting objects in an AutoCAD drawing file 
 
Select radio button “Block Attributes” from the Drawing Information group box. You should see block attribute 
information in the data grid. Next, select the entire record 2 by clicking in the square to the left of the record. 
 

 
 
Now press the delete key. The record will disappear in the data grid. The block attribute object is not permanently 
removed from the drawing until you click the Save button. Go ahead and press the Save button to permanently 
remove this object. Click on the drawing again and notice that the block attribute no longer exists. 
 

 
 
In the next example you will delete all block attribute objects that have an attribute tag name of PRJ_ENG. First 
you must set a filter by pressing key F6 and typing attributetag = ‘prj_eng’ then clicking the OK button to set the 
filter. 
 

 
 
If the filter is set successfully you should see this message. Click the OK button to close the window. 
 

 
 
 
 



At this point there should be 4 records in the data grid. To delete these records press the Delete All button and click 
the Yes button to continue. 
 

 
 
Click the Save button to save your changes. Reload the drawing and notice that block attribute objects no longer 
exist. 
 

6. Batch processing multiple drawings 
 
AutoCAD Update Tool is not capable of processing more than one drawing at a time. However, we have a tool 
named Ultra AutoCAD Tool which allows you to easily update multiple drawings by simply clicking a few buttons! 
Download it now from our web site at http://www.skysof.com
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